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It's like film school for children

Educational Swiss
movie club to open
a branch here

Anna Seaman

An international flm elub dedi-
cated to helping youngsters deal
with the daily barrage of multime-
dis images is preparing to open a

JAE branch for children,

The Magic Lantern, founded
in Switgerland 18 vears ago, will
once a month show children a di-
verse range of films fellowed by
dis¢ussions to boost their com-
prehension of what they hive
SLCI.

Kurt Blum, the general man-
ager of Swiss Art Gate UAE, an
independent organisation that
hpsts cultural exchange projects,
corporite and public events, has
been working to bring the fran-
chige from his notive Switzerinnd
to the UAE for two years.

“There iz a lack of information
about film for children here,” he
said,

"“They wateh TV all the time, in
the back seat of the car, on mo-
bile phonecs, laptops and cven
while they are in the mall, but no
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one really cares about the content
or gives them the chance to talk
ahout what they see.”

A teamn of specialists chooses
films that are age-appropriate.
A few days before each show, the
children reeeive an e-mail ro in-
troduce the film, When they ar-
rivie at a screening a comic stage
show performed by local actors
will introduee the film and in-
forms them about the history,
genres and techniques of cinema,

“The presenters cxplain to them
why they get scared sometimes
during films, why muzic and
lights are impartant and the ba-
sic principles behind filmmaking
and sereening,” Mr Blum sald,

The UAE schedule beging in No-
vember and will affer one 75- to
Si-minute film each month for
six months, including comedies,
dramas and inspirational se-
lections, The presenters will be
speaking in Arahic and the films
will have been translated into
Arabic.

*There is an increasing Alm in-
dustry in this country and this is
one part of the process to ged the
new generation involved,” Mr
Blum said.

The programme, which will be-
gifl at cinemas in Sharjah, Abu
Dhabi and Al Ain in November,

iz open to childréen aged six o 12,
It is supported by the Emirates
Foundation.

While Magic Lantern keeps its
playlist under wraps until show-
time, movies seleceed by other
branches Include the coming-of-
age story Persepolis; the health-
core documentary Sicko and
Buster Keaton comedies from the
silentera,

"Magic Lantern affers such an
apportenity Lo transfarm the
passive spectators (o active par-
ticipants, encouraging critical
thinking and promeating self con-
fidence,” said Salwa Mikdadi,
the head of the Emirates Foun-
dation's arts and colture pro-
gramme.

The Magic Lantern was founded
in 1992 in Neuchitel, Switxer-
land, Within four years thers were
37 clubs, By 1999 versions had
opéned in Burope and by 2005 in
North Africa,

In the Middie East there are
Magic Lantern clubs in Beirut
and the Morocean eitics of Tan-
gierand Marrakech,

br Blum said he will be working
with those three clubs to ensure
children get the best from thelr
experience,
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Lantern shines far and wide

Set up in 1992 by Vincent Adatve,
Friddanic Maire, Yves Nussbaum and
Franaing Pickel in Switzerland, The
Magie Lantern was turned into o
nan-profit erganisation the follow-
e yoar. it has mora than 40,000
mambaers in total in Asgontina
France, Germany, taly, Maroces,
Senegal. Spain and England.
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Ciubss are usually sponsared by pub-
lic bodiea. privato compaies and
volumitesr partnors, Mesthd snd tha
Emiirntes Foundation are sponsaring
thie LAE club.

For mern information, go to
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